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historical traditions run in terms of dynastic strategy and
whose workday scheme of institutions is drawn on lines of
coercion, prerogative and loyalty.
It is only with the new departure of 1870 that Germany
has come to take its place in the general apprehension as a
singularly striking, not to say unique, instance of exuberant
growth. The history of its unfolding power, of course, is
" not contained in this brief interval that lies within the mem-
ory of men still living^ but the new departure by force of
which the life-history of the German nation has come to
diverge so notably from the commonplace run of events in
modern Europe can after all not be pushed back far beyond
that epoch. Anyone who seeks a precise period from which
to date this epoch of German history will have difficulty
in deciding on any given point earlier than the year named.
And what had taken place in the way of an unfolding of
national forces before that date is of great significance only
for its bearing on what has taken place since then.
The visible achievements of the German people during
this historical period, so far as they are amenable to statis-
tical statement, are a gain in population, in industrial effi-
ciency, and in military force. Other gains are claimed, per-
haps even of greater moment in the apprehension of the
spokesmen, and there is no inclination here to discount or
minimise their achievements outside of this material do-
main 5 but the magnitude of the advance in these other
lines is in some degree a matter of estimate and opinion,
which may in that degree be influenced by sentiments of
self-complacency or of depreciation, whereas the gains in